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Dear Teachers,

Thank you so much for joining us for the first
Children’s Theatre show of the season - Peter Pan
by J.M. Barrie and adapted by Douglas Irvine. We
can’t wait to begin this magical, theatrical journey
with you and your students. 

In the following pages, you will find a collection of
resources, worksheets, activities, ideas, etc.
related to our production of Peter Pan. Feel free to
pick and choose the materials that best help you
and your students engage with the show. 

We can't wait to have you here at the Arden again!

40 N. 2nd Street Philadelphia, PA 19106
p. 215.922.8900 f. 215.922.7011

215.922.1122 Box Office
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Peter Pan and the
Empire of Light:
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J.M. Barrie was a famous author and playwright from Scotland, best
known for creating the magical story of Peter Pan. He was born on

May 9, 1860, in a small town called Kirriemuir in Scotland. As a
young boy, Barrie loved reading books and telling stories, and he
was especially interested in how stories could make people laugh

and dream.

As an adult, Barrie became a successful writer and wrote many plays
and books, but Peter Pan became his most famous work. The story
was first performed as a play in 1904, and later it was turned into a

book, Peter and Wendy, in 1911. Barrie’s writing was full of
imagination, and he loved to create characters who went on exciting

adventures, just like Peter Pan.

In addition to writing, Barrie is known for his kindness and
generosity. After writing Peter Pan, Barrie became a supporter of

the Great Ormond Street Hospital (GOSH,) and in 1929 he donated
the rights to Peter Pan to GOSH. This gave the hospital the royalties

from every production of the play and publication of Peter Pan, a
gift which continues to benefit many children to this day! If you visit

the hospital, you will see a bronze statue of Peter Pan and Tinker
Bell out front! 

J.M. Barrie passed away in 1937, but his stories, especially Peter
Pan, have lived on for generations. Today, we still read about Peter,

Tinker Bell, Wendy, and the pirates of Neverland, keeping Barrie’s
magical world alive.

About The Author 
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Peter Pan is a magical story about a boy who never grows up and the
incredible adventures he has in a land called Neverland.

It all begins in London, where two children, Wendy and Michael Darling,
are about to go to bed one night. But something surprising happens—Peter
Pan appears in their nursery! Peter is a mischievous, fun-loving boy who
can fly and never ages. He invites the Darling children to come with him to
Neverland, a magical place where no one grows up.

With the help of Tinker Bell, his tiny, sparkly fairy friend, Peter teaches the
children how to fly. They soar through the night sky, leaving London behind
and heading toward the incredible world of Neverland.

When they arrive in Neverland, the Darling children discover a world full of
exciting and dangerous creatures. There are pirates, a princess, wild
animals, and even a giant crocodile that follows Captain Hook, the villain of
the story. The Lost Boys, a group of children who, like Peter, never grow up,
also live in Neverland. Peter is their leader, and they have fun together,
playing games and having adventures.

The Darling children meet the Lost Boys, and Wendy becomes like a mother
to them. She takes care of them, tells them stories, and helps them stay safe.
Michael joins in the adventures, and the group becomes a close-knit family
in the wild and magical land of Neverland.
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But not everything in Neverland is fun and games. Captain Hook, the mean
pirate captain, is always trying to catch Peter Pan. Hook is very angry at
Peter because years ago, Peter cut off his hand in a sword fight, and Hook
had to replace it with a hook. Since that day, Hook has wanted revenge.

Hook is constantly planning ways to trap Peter, and he has his crew of
pirates to help him. The pirate ship is huge, and the pirates are scary, but
they’re no match for Peter Pan and his friends. One of the scariest things
about Captain Hook is his fear of the crocodile, which follows him
everywhere, hoping to eat him. The crocodile makes a loud ticking sound
with a clock inside its belly, and it reminds Hook that danger is always
near!

Throughout their time in Neverland, the Darling children and the Lost
Boys have many adventures. They play, explore, and face dangerous
situations, like a battle with Captain Hook’s pirates and a rescue
mission to save Tiger Lily. Tiger Lily is captured by Hook and his crew,
but Peter and his friends manage to rescue her, showing their bravery
and teamwork.

Wendy begins to miss her family in London, but Peter Pan can’t
imagine leaving Neverland. He loves his adventures and doesn’t want
to grow up like everyone else. 

In the end, Wendy and Michael return to London, and Peter says
goodbye, promising that he will come back to visit London one day.
As they fly back to London, Wendy looks out at the stars and knows
that the magic of Neverland will always be a part of her.

Peter Pan stays in Neverland, continuing his adventures with the Tinker
Bell, never growing up, and always ready for the next exciting
challenge.
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Meet the Actors

Jo Vito Ramirez they/them
 (Peter Pan) 

Fun Fact: My bowling average is 127! 

Campbell  O’Hare she/her
(Wendy Darling)

Fun Fact: I love to play Dungeons
and Dragons!

J. Hernandez he/him
(Hook) 

Fun Fact: I used to play percussion
in High School!
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 Lee Minora she/her
(Darling/Smee/Nibs/

Tinker Bell/Mermaid) 
Enjoy the show!

Adam Howard he/him
(Michael Darling/Slightly/
Starkey/Cecco/Noodler

Tinker Bell/Mermaid)
Fun Fact: I’m from Tennessee and I have a 16

year old dog named Chester! 

Understudies

Jordan Chall, Jane MacLaughlin, Henry Glejzer, Dallas Jimmar,
 Niamh Sherlock, Eliza Waterman

Jessica Money she/her
( Jane Darling/Tootles/ Bill Jukes/Tiger Lily/

Cookson/Tinker Bell/Mermaid)
Fun Fact: This is my 5th principle Arden show!
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Discussion Questions
In the play, 6 actors play more than 20 characters. Which design
elements helped you to know which character was which? Which actor
tools did the actors use to create different characters?

1.

When Peter Pan was written, children often played make-believe with
pirates and mermaids. If J.M. Barrie were writing Peter Pan today, what
sorts of make-believe characters and adventures do you think the
story would contain? 

2.

Peter says he came to the nursery window to hear Wendy’s stories,
because none of his friends knew any. If you could only share one
story, which would it be?

3.

Peter Pan refuses to grow up, yet he and Wendy spend a great deal of
time pretending to be adults. What appeal do you think each of them
finds in this sort of game?

4.

Why do you think Tinker Bell distrusts Wendy at first? How do you
think Tinkerbell could have reacted to Wendy differently? 

5.

Peter tells Wendy and Michael that they need to pixie dust and “to
think lovely thoughts” in order to fly. If you had pixie dust, what would
you think of to make yourself fly? 

6.

Why is Captain Hook enemies with Peter Pan? What do you think
Captain Hook doesn’t like about Peter Pan?

7.

The Lost Boys like to talk about things they think they remember from
the real world, as well as their mothers. Why do you think that is? 

8.

Captain Hook and the pirates are the only adults on Neverland, but in
what ways do they act like children themselves? 

9.

What does Wendy gain by her voyage to Never Land? Does she learn
anything about herself in her trip? Do any of the other characters
change or learn?

10.

Why do you think Peter Pan didn’t come back to see Wendy until she
was all grown up? Why did author J.M. Barrie make the choice to make
Peter a forgetful character?

11.

Peter Pan has been performed on stage for more than one hundred
years. Why? What has made the story so popular? Why is it popular
with children, and why is it also popular with adults?

12.

(
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1. Which character is known for having a hook for a hand?
a) Smee
b) Captain Hook
c) The Crocodile

2. Who is the leader of the Lost Boys?
a) Peter Pan
b) Tinkerbell
c) Michael Darling

3. What is the name of the fairy who is very protective of Peter?
a) Wendy
b) Tiger Lily
c) Tinker Bell

4. Which character is the mother figure to the Lost Boys in Neverland?
a) Wendy
b) Tinker Bell
c) Tiger Lily

5. Who is the friendly, kind pirate who works for Captain Hook?
a) Smee
b) Crocodile
c) The Lost Boys

6. Who is Wendy’s younger brother? 
a) Peter Pan
b) Michael Darling 
c) Captain Hook 

7. Which character is the brave and cunning princess?
a) Tiger Lily
b) Wendy
c) Tinker Bell

8. Who makes a “tik-tok” sound, and is chasing Captain Hook?
a) Peter Pan
b) The Crocodile
c) Smee
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Answer Key 
Hey Pirates! Flip this upside down to reveal the answers! 
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ADVISABLE (adj.) Describes something that is wise, sensible or
reasonable. "I wonder if it would not be advisable, Starkey, to
humor the Hook?"
AMBITION (n.) A strong desire to reach a goal. "Better perhaps for
Hook to have had less ambition!"
BAUBLE (n.) A showy trinket that has little value or importance.
"Fame, Fame, thou glittering bauble"
BELATED (adj.) Late or overdue "...their tongues searching for
belated crumbs housed insecurely on their shining cheeks..."
CALABASH (n.) A water container made from the dried fruit of a
calabash tree.  "Slightly, is your calabash empty?"
COZENING (n.) Trickery or deception. "Brimstone and gall, what
cozening is here?" 
INFERNAL (adj.) Very irritating or unpleasant. "Look at that smile.
That infernal smile" 
INSOLENT (adj.) Disrespectful or rude. "Proud and insolent youth,
prepare to meet thy doom!"
MUTINY (n.) The act of openly disobeying or fighting leaders. "And
now, did any other gentleman say mutiny?"
NOTION (n.) An idea, opinion or belief. "Steady lads! I've had a
notion"
PRAM (n.) British word for a baby carriage or stroller. "They are
the children who fall out of their prams when no one is looking."
SCORE (adj.) Twenty. "And yet I've often heard you say your hook
is worth a score of hands!"
SINISTER (adj.) Evil or dangerous. "Dark, sinister man, have at
thee!"
YONDER (adj.) Far away, at a distance. "Where does she lie?” “In
yonder glade."

Vocabulary,
Matey!

13



Explore your
neverland!
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neverland
questions!

☆ What activities would you do there? 

☆ What does it look like, smell like, sound like?

☆ Where do you live? What do you eat?

☆ How many other kids live there?
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Reading a
compass
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You can use the
compass to explore

and have fun
outdoors!



Worksheet:
My Least Favorite Food
Here's a fun and simple guide
  on how to read a compass:
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1. Look at the Compass Needle
The compass has a needle inside that
always points to north (the top of the
compass). This is the most important
thing to remember because it helps you
figure out the other directions!

2. Find North
When you hold your compass flat in your hand,
the needle points to north. The side of the
compass where the needle points is north. That
means if you're facing the north side of the
compass, you're facing north.

3. Start facing North, then find the
other Directions turning!

For East: turn to your right!
For West: turn to your left!
For South: Turn around and look behind you! 



Find your pirate
name 
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Word Scramble 
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Video Resources

Peter Pan Adaptations
National Theatre’s Production of Peter Pan Trailer

A trailer for the 2017 production! You can also watch the full production online.
Duration: 0:55
Link: Peter Pan: Trailer - Peter Pan - National Theatre at Home

“I Won’t Grow Up” musical number
A clip from the original 1954 musical starring Mary Martin
Duration: 3:06
Link: mary martin peter pan ~ I won't grow up (HD)

“I’m Flying” musical number
A clip from a version of the musical in 2000 starring Cathy Rigby-a great example of theatrical
flying!
Duration: 3:49
Link: Peter Pan - I'm Flying

Theatre and Technical Effects
Elements of Drama

Breaks down what is needed to create a play and how to read dramatic literature
Duration: 2:21
Link: Elements of Drama

The Science of Theatrical Flying
Kid scientist, Kendall, explains the science of theatrical stage flying
Duration: 10:54
Link: The Science Behind Stage Flying and Stage Flying Effects

Light and Shadows for Kids
A video about the science of light and shadows
Duration: 4:59
Light and Shadows for Kids | Science Video for Kids | Kids Academy - YouTube

Introduction to Surrealist Art and Painter, René Magritte
What is Surrealism?

A video from the Tate Modern Art Museum in London describing surrealist art
Duration: 2:26
Link: What is Surrealism? | Tate Kids

Art with Mati and Dada – René Magritte
Who is René Magritte? And why is his art so mysterious? Discover more about this artist with the
show, Art with Mati and Dada!
Duration: 7:38
Link: Art with Mati and Dada – René Magritte | Kids Animated Short Stories in English

Classroom-Friendly Resources
While many versions of Peter Pan contain examples of cultural appropriation and

content not suitable for modern young readers, there are examples of more
appropriate adaptations or scenes to introduce students to the story!
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https://www.ntathome.com/peter-pan/videos/peter-pan-trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nydUgAr3xek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0yHcm3Ik-o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X7UoCVbTJGk&t=47s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CVYA1z5jEIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YuUJCNzfoBw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1YE_Zas-A5A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yD53mLZ_y8k


Craft Ideas

Make your own Fairy
TinkerBell, Peter Pan and Hook {Craft Tutorial} - Finding Zest
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https://www.findingzest.com/tinkerbell-peter-pan-hook-craft-tutorial/


Craft Ideas

Make your own Fairy dust necklace
5 Minute Crafts: Peter Pan Inspired Pixie Dust Necklaces! - {Not Quite}

Susie Homemaker
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https://www.notquitesusie.com/2018/06/5-minute-crafts-peter-pan-inspired-pixie-dust-necklaces.html
https://www.notquitesusie.com/2018/06/5-minute-crafts-peter-pan-inspired-pixie-dust-necklaces.html


Craft Ideas

MAKE YOUR OWN NEVERLAND SHADOW ART!

Create your very own
Shadow! But remember,
don’t let it fly away! 

Follow the step-by-step tutorial link below for a wonderful activity to use
with your students:

Make shadow leaf art
Guide to Shadow Art for Kids: Creative Drawing Idea using Leaves –

Inspire My Play
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https://inspiremyplay.com/blogs/blog/guide-to-shadow-art-for-kids-creative-drawing-idea-using-leaves?srsltid=AfmBOorykHKxxdfmclWKLX6Qvn-XyYFhx70zLC08KjufngH0VID26zAJ
https://inspiremyplay.com/blogs/blog/guide-to-shadow-art-for-kids-creative-drawing-idea-using-leaves?srsltid=AfmBOorykHKxxdfmclWKLX6Qvn-XyYFhx70zLC08KjufngH0VID26zAJ


Thank You For Joining Us!

Enjoy the show!


